[Methodology and clinical impact of studies of mortality in chronic obstructive pulmonary disease].
In the last few years, a large number of studies on mortality in patients with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) have been published. All these studies aim to provide knowledge with the ultimate aim of reducing the increasing number of deaths. However, these studies also introduce subtle methodological factors that should be known to correctly interpret the data. The present study aims to review and update the information provided by studies of mortality in COPD by evaluating their possible clinical impact and reviewing some methodological features that, to a greater or lesser extent, influence their interpretation. In particular, studies on the specific cause of death, those analyzing prognostic factors and, lastly, those on pharmacological interventions are reviewed, with special attention paid to the controversy aroused by the publication of the most recent clinical trials.